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I PUU-ED OUT SOTM SUMS 

DOWSJ VÆWT A> ØUPPA.LO/ BANG/ 
BAMGl «ams/ TWREE MOSE 

TVÆLVE SWOTG UKfi A. 
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1 8A.ILED ON 
K CLiPPEC 
lp ONCfi, 
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odn't see THKT 
SOlDEnI lad. eh ? 
wb.l/now— sou 

DlOJ'T SEE UCW 1 

£H*S6D CCf- TWOS6 



BUT WHEBE BO 
lOU SET 





WHA .THE GAt*9STeO$' C*A SP£gD€ AV*/,.. 



GUXil IV GLAD 
MERE lN TINNE, MRS. 
WINTERS / NW QKft.NO- 

fi>J -OansV thOuSht 
"TOU'O be in danser 
so i kjjshep 

CMEK TO PHOTECT 






jQaiklL, IN THE CLO ANTK2UB $MOP... 



4 1 ~^ ! 




WHE«e WAé 

i ? haven't naj 

B££N uSTéniNS 
TO THE RWX>? 
All ABOuT K3W 

paossvis sa^ 

SiNGlE-HANØ- 



THBZE I ViAS... ALOJE... UNW2.KA60 7 AMD SK SUN- 
»ÆN COWMS AT *AE..,«UN£ BLAliNSi.. SUU.ETS 
" R-TiN<5... SuDHi, X THOuSwT... WHAT 

CAN I 00? S££, SRAnO- 
PA... I kNOW"- 
10U CAPTURED 
THENa 




A TGAir-J 
ACSOSS THE 

Of THS 

m*r 



THAJvK SOD, SENJK- 

tom ornerne, 

SENTLfiNAEN, TWE 
EA.SE WITH WHlCH 
I PR©ØUc3E A> 
TEN GCUAR 
9ILU/ 




psecjSels/ 

WITH A, LITTLfi- 
HGN&i I C*N 
STA.RT MANU- 
FACTURING 
THESE 




SUCH GENtUé 
MUST NOT P2R' 
I6H / 1 WILL 
PINANCE "OU. 

WITH éiOCX)! 



^SOUNOfi LlkS, 
A PINE DEAL/ 
PERMIT M6 
TO INVEST < 
*lC}eOO.' 



HOW CAN I 
EVES REPAtV 
10 U <SENTS 
POR VOUR 
COlslFi- 

ceNce! 



tEPcae ve two 

PHØNIE6 START Ri- 
PAVlNG THBSE 
AAEN, >EfD 
ØETfEC 

pav up 

VES, i, 

pare/- 
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E-Æ/tSIT UP 
THE CAfiH. 
0(2 SIT 
CfP! * 



ULP.' WWV"-BK— CHRTA1NC4 
/AV SOOD NSAN... AN iN-, 
NOCENT OVERfiiSHT/ 
I 6HA.Lt VNRITE A 
CHBC* INsMEDiA.. 



. WOULD HAVS VOU <NOW, 
UR, THAT THE PRESlDENT OP 
THItf RAiLROAD iflX 
VERV DGAR CBIENO 
,OP M|NE/ 



wcy coNSTrrueNTfi . \ > not onw 



AIN'T / 



HOPE -/UH CON'T NMND.THB 
ShCTRA LOAD, MCTAVlSH / i'll 
C5IVE VUH ASJ EtfTRA HAnTo- 
PUL OP OATS 

TONlSHT.' 

"WHO'S H£ "S CWEn 
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J VvONOB« IF 
•>OU CAN GIVE j5 
A HPT INTO TOWN, 
MV QOOP NVAN/ 



sure CAN. sreANsaa.; 
polks ' 



CALL 



mm 



IM PROS- 
ABLV NUT6 POR 
ASkUn 1 ... ØUT 
AR£ VOU 
TALKilN 1 TO 
THE HORSE, 
- CAL f 



6HORE . 
l'M TALK IN 
TO THE 
HORSE,, 
NJ6TER / 
HE NOTONLT 
' UMCCR- 
STANOffi.. 
Wff K>N 
, TALK , ^ 



1 NSVER 
HEARD OF NO , 
CHARACTER 
LIKE A HORSE . 

TALXilN' / 



RECKON 
VUH AjN'T 
HEERP MUCH 
HANDLSte 

IACTAVI6H, 

WHATS ' 

voues? 



v <^ 
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-VUH 5HORE A.RE WRONS, 
MMBØ.' 1 SEcN THE GOL 
WITH W.VOWN EVES/ 

eEcxoN the senators EL 

/AMJ£ HiSSELP A, 

STRIKE / r—r^ 1 * GOLD .' 

MB 




1 CNN NOT 
PNULSE JsMV 

information »S 
TO ITS WHERE- 



VUH'LL 
NEED LOTS 
OP NAONEV 
TO WORK 
THE CLNNA, 




hOvm ^ 1 WPRECiXTE NOuR 

A.SOUT I lNTEREST,SENTi_EfAEN! 
asi i iki'A Ojit i h>VE WCRE THVN 

USA EN0USH.CA,PiTA.LTO 
F>M2TNER-^L FIN^NCE THE 
SUlPf ^^^toa VENTURE.' 




NO.' SUT I KNOW, 
HOW TO FINO OUT.' 
COJVÆ OVER HER6 
KMD l'LL TELL 




10U HEARO THE 
HOH.SE TA.LK ,'WELL, 
M'TAWlfiW fcND X 
USÉD TO 00 A. VALIDE- , 
VILLE XCT TOÆETH6R,' 
CSOa/) NOW HE'S 
TOO OLD TO SET 





HERE 

viMRg; 

STRAKMMR 
#sO0O,iN 
O.SH 1 



G00DØVE,OL' 
PM..'(SNIFF.' 
SNIPF.O iT"WAv6 
THIS OR THE 




f 60TTA. FlMD THE SENATOR 
^0 T>nKE A, RK9T ROVSER 
-* OUTA MERE/ 
OH /OH .' HERE 





TH5T wr 
HOfiS WON'T 
T*L*.' BETTER 
$~\XT EXPlMW 
IN'.STSAN 




CUSK.V? J'VE 8EEN 

WELL WITH CAI_'S 
BOOK OM \€MTCIL- 
OaUlSNA... HE2E, 1 

éhjm.1. Give >t?u a 

TIOn— 





yÆHTRILOQUiSM 
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f<A*k£É WITH THE 
FEST, SENATOR/ THESE 
BOffl WWJCT TIME 

IT 18/ 



right 3shind *vou 

' r — 4 

COWE 

HEHE^H 
SOI-- 
DLiBsllB 









A notdrious UNDE^^^AO^^LD gun-man combs to tue 

OFFICE CF THE WE&KLV STAR.... 



I'M LOOWNS FER A &3S NAM6D JON \ IM ED»TOR, 
0ART...ON ACCOUNT Ztø SCARED, AND ) JON DART, 
WANT TO CONFE3S TO A K1LLIN© I WHAT^ THI5 

ABOUT? 




I V/AS HIRBD TO WLU 
THOMAS FINCWLEY- AND 
I DONE IT ONUY- OHVf 
DA ØUY HAS CCVAE PACK 
TO UIFE ,OR AUYBEj 

l'M GOINo CRAZV/ 



NØD MEAN THOMAS 
FINCHL.Etf.-THE 
MIUIONAIRE 
MI9BR? SUT THE 
PRE3S NO 
NOT1CÉ CF HIS DEATH.' 



I 



ALL Kiewi; LElijJ RlWfi >OUR 
STORY. WMY PO VOO WANT 
TO COUPES© TO KILLIN© . 
VAN VWIO ISN'T DEAD? 



SOTTASGT THJS 

OFF MVCHEST/ 
COUPLE OP 




(^7a A*AN CAME TO S6e _ AAE ATO^^ ^^J^NTS 



WHERE I HAN© OUT...K 



1 Lt <3WE VOD A THOUSAND D-OLLAteS' 
IP SOD <ILL "THOMAS PtNCHLEV. 

HeRe'e- five hundred now-the 

KE*T WHEN THE JOB l& DONE.' 





i "...I KNOOÆD HIM OPF ALL. RIGHT, MK. 
iDABT. BUT A CDUPLE OP WBEKS LATEK-' 




THE aUV SAY5 HE 
AIHT MEVER SEEN ME 
BEPOKE...BUT HE 

nme! I'M WAt*TED, 
Mr. DART.' I"U. OVE 
AW6ELP UP; l'U. 
DO AN — 



TELL ft\E 
THSNAME 
OP THE 
MAN WHO 
HIRPD VOU 
TØK1LL 



Pr 



THE ©UV V/HO HiRBD ME 

^15- WHA... AAAAm/ 



THE SHOTCAAAE 
PROM THE MALLWAV/ 





th>5 MAN WA5 SHOT from tue 
bOdJtvWW..-BUT I RAN TO IT, 

HO ONE WA9 THERE, OR IN THE 
CORKIDOR! IDOn'T UN0BB5TAND 
PC«HAP5 THI& BOV 5AYV 
ONE... 
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NO, ©IR/ 
NOBOOV 
WAS IN THE 
CORKIDØR 
V/HEN r 
HEARD THE 
€HOT/ 



r 



HERE'S THE POLICS 
CAR. I'LL MAVB TO 
TAK6 VOU TO HEAD- 
CJUftRTERS, MK. gM g^É 
SORRV,y-~ li k 

BUT— ^ ILL NEVER 
CLEAR MYSELF 
IF Jtø LOCKED 
UP IN A CEU-! HAVé 
TO TAKE MAT- 
TERS INTO MV 
OWN HAMP©.' . 





APTEK A CHANSE IN CLOTH&5— ■ 



IN THI6 CDSTUVB ,ANt> WITH THIS 
FOWERPM. CROS^KTW ... J'M &Q\U& TO 
BECOME TME TERROR OP THE 
IINDBBWORUD.' 



^ilNDBRWO 




APTB* ClNfM|_6V 
MBT MIM IN THE 9HKBBJ... 



MAVE ANVTROUBUE ttOCKIN<5>\ HO HO-' IT 
■StlUrCMSP. I PK91IKED NYA9ACINCH 1 



HE WA6 SØINS TO 6P1LL THE J NOBODY 



ME OP BEING 

A Mlpe^T' 





CALL THE POLICE.' WHAT'S 
THI© CO STUM ED ©UV POIN<5 

|w£RE? I'U HAVE HIM 
INTC MV HOUSE.' 



A6 UONC AS 
•VOO'RS CALLINS 
THE POLICE, r'LL 
WAiT--- 



BUT NOW THAT THE CALL 
1 15 P1NI5HED AND 1*"" POUCB 
AftB OM THE WAV...XU. 
TAKB CVGR/ 




WiTH 7W& BtlNDlNG SPEED OF HIS DSM5LV AWWv-'S, 
SWIPTARROW SWINGS INTO ACTION/ 



THE &AMB 18 UP. -.AND 
WHEN I FIRE AWAY I 
HIT THE MARK/ 




APTER THE POLICE ABBIVE .... 



JON ©ART 15 INNOCENT. TWIS MH5&ET- 
PCMBB-ft AS A LITTLE BOV. -KILLED SLU& 
ANC* THEN SWORE NO ONE BNTERSD 
PARTS OFFICE. HE DlD IT TO COVER 
THE AU) R DER OF THOMA9 FINCHLEV. 



NO, THIS MAN 6 MADS UP TO 
lOO< L\KB FINCHLEV/ ME HELC 
A GUN IN HIS ftlOHT HAN O.' 
BUT THIS PORTRAIT SHOWS 
THAT FINCH LEV WA5 LBPT- 
HANPEP, VOU'LU FIND FINCHU6VS 
BOPV BUR1ED SOMEWHERB ON 
THE SROUNPS OP THIS HOUSE/, 





THE LITTLE GIRL 
WHO WASN'T THERE 

By VERA CERUTTI 



THE TWO MEN in olive 
drab pushed through the 
revolving door into the 
crowded store. 

"Whewi We shoulda steod 
tn bed!" said Bob eyeing the 
jostling shoppers. "Why 
cdlildn't you buy your wife a 
present near the camp?" 

Slim chuckled. "She's 
fnighty fussy about Christ- 
mas presents. Say. Bob, ask 
that dame the way td the per- 
lume counter." 

Bob moved toward the in- 
formation booth. He'd grab 
himself some information, 
toa on women's gloves— for 
his mother. There was no wife 
to complicate things for him- 
not even a sweetheart. He had 
never even had a girl friend. 
Girls made him self-con- 
tcious. 

A little later they were 
standing beside the perfume 
counter and a bewildering 
array of bottles. 

"Hello." cailed Slim to the 
salesgirl. "How about a bottle 
of 'Sweef C/n'?" 

"Someone's lucky." she re- 
plied. smiling. Bob noticed 
thai she was pretty "Here it 
is-thelast bottle in the store." 

"You practically saved his 
life!" Bob cul in. "His wife 
would have had his scalp il 
he didn't get it." 

Bob felt pleased rfe 
couldn't even remember 
speaking to a girl with such 
ease He looked at the girl 
and knew that somehow she 
was responsible for it. It 
wasn't just her prettiness. 
There were other things 
the friendly twinkle in her 
blue eyes. the verve in her 
every movement. her sparkle. 

"How's the perfume busi- 



ness?" he venlured. "I gueas 
they keep you pretty busy." 

"We are pretty much on the 
jump right now," she said, 
"but it's only the holiday 
rush." 

"I suppose half your cus- 
tomers are men buying per- 
fume for their wives." 

She nodded. "Or their girl 
friends." 

"Yes-of course," Bob 
agreed. suddenly feeling 
clumsy. "I— I suppose your 
boy friend will be giving you 
your iavorite perfume." 

"In case you 're fishing. Mr. 
GI," she answered, with a flip 
of her bobbed head, "the man 
I love has not entered my life 
...vet." 

She began wrapping Slim's 
package. 

"Excuse me for butting in." 
Slim addressed Bob in mock 
apology, "but this is the first 
time I've caught you practi- 
cally holding hånds with an- 
olher girl. And it's no fair, 
my boy." 

p OB HAD JUST been think- 
™ ing how nice it would be 
to have her for his girl friend, 
when Slim's words brought 
him back to earlh. He had 
been caught off-guard. Now 
he would have to recover 
without a iumble. 

"Don't mind him." Bob 
jested with all the noncha- 
lance he could muster. "He's 
only a married man." 

"Well. I like that!" splut- 
tered Slim, thumping Bob's 
broad back, "What makes you 
think you're in a special class? 
You're engaged, aren't you, 
you big menace!" 

Now. Bob saw. he had got- 
ten himself into a real jam. 



This would happen to him— 
juat when he met a girl who 
was different. Slim had 
sensed that he liked her and 
he probably considered him a 
two-timing heel. There was 
Only one way to square him- 
self-by telling Slim the 
whole truth. Yet he couldn't 
db that. It would be sure to get 
back to camp. 

The whole mess had 9tarted 
a few months back when the 
fellows began arranging dates 
for him. He hadn't liked the 
idea. At first he had begged 
off by saying he was en- 
gaged. But he soon discov- 
ered he had to fill in details 
to satisfy their friendly curi- 
osity about his girl. He in- 
vented a description of her. 
her house, her family. He 
even provided the little girl 
who wasn't there with a name 
-Betty Bradford. Now the 
gang felt they really knew 
her-and they liked her. 

"You just watch out for this 
here wolf. Miss," said Slim. • 
looking at Bob slantwise. 

»OB CAUGHT her swift 
** glance. He knew that she 
was aware of his embarrass- 
ment. For a moment he was 
speechless. 

"By the way, you snake-in- 
the-grass." continued Slim. 
poking at Bob's ribs, "it's time 
you decided what you're 
going to get Betty for Christ- 
mas. You' ve been stalling for 
weeks." 

"I— er— I have decided." 
floundered Bob, trying to 
keep his voice level. "It's 
going to be perfume." 

"What kind does she usu- 
ally like?" the girl asked. 

Bob glanced quickly at the 



bottles on the shelf behind 
her. 

"Well," he considered, "last 
year I gave her 'Ecstasy'. but 
she never even uaed it." 

"I don't like it myaelf," the 
girl said, a twinkle in her eye. 
"Perhapa I can help you make 
a better selection." 

"Thanka," Bob murmured. 

"What is she like? We've 
got to find the scent that 
matches her personality." 

Bob did some last thinking. 
"She's kind of small— about 
your aize. You might say she's 
fragile. She's the domestic 
type, likes to stay at home and 
stuff," 

"She loves sports," Slim 
helped along. "She's a crack- 
erjack swimmer . . . wins com- 
petitions. The Olympic type." 

"I see," said the girl thought- 
fully. "What's her name? I 
always ask my customers the 
name. You couldn't give 'Sul- 
tana's Secref' to Mary Jones, 
any more than you'd give 
'Foolish Violet' to Cleopatras." 

"Betty Bradford." 

"That's odd." mused the 
girl. "I have a friend named 
Bradford, too. Where does she 
live?" 

"In Brightwater, Ohio. Just' 
a small town I passed through 
two years ago." 

"Then it is a small world!" 
the girl exclaimed, her eyes 
■hining. "I know Betty very 
well! She's one of my best 
friends!" 

»OB WISHED he had never 
** been bom. There were 
millions of names to choose 
from, and he had to pick Betty 
Bradford and Brightwater, 
Ohio! 

"What- what do you know!" 
he stammered. "A-a coinci- 
dence if I ever saw one!" He 
gave a sickly smile. 

"And to think you're en- 
gaged to her! Wait until Betty 
finds out it was I who selected 
her perfumel" 

'Tea— of course. But I won't 
be seeing Betty for Christmas. 
I'll have to write her all about 
11 in my next letter," Bob 
whispered hoarsely. "It'« * 



Ilttle stuffy in here, isn't it. 
Slim?" Turning to the girl be- 
hind the counter, he added, 
"Well. have a nice Christ- 
mas." He looked at his watch 
hurriedly. "Say, Slim, we bet- 
ter be pushing along." 

"Hold your horses!" said 
Slim. "What's your hurry? 
You two have a lot to talk 
about." 

"Look," said the girl to Bob, 
"l'm going to spend Christ- 
mas week with my aunt in 
Brightwater. I'll be glad to de- 
liver the perfume to Betty my- 
self." 

"That would be fine." said 
Bob, feeling sick. 

"And I've got just the per- 
fume to match Betty's excit- 
ing personality— 'Whife Lie'. 
Heie it is, our latest and most 
exotic scent!" 

"It sounds perfect." He 
looked at his wrist-watch 
again. "Come on. Slim, we 
better get a move on." 

"I just don't get it," drawled 
Slim, sounding puzzled. He 
scratched the back of his huge 
head. "Why the rush all of a 
sudden?" 

"By the way," the girl said, 
looking directly into Bob's 
eyes, "my name's Linda Car- 
roll. I'll be through for the 
day in twenty minutes. If you 
could only wait. There must 
be an awful lot of stuff you'd 
like me to tell Betty . . . since 
you won't be seeing her for 
such a long while." 

"I'm af raid we'll have to—" 
Bob began. * 

"Sure, we'll wait," Slim in- 
terrupted. 

"Perhaps you could come 
over to the house for dinner. 
Mother woujd be delighted to 
meet Betty s boy friend." 

"I'd like to," said Bob 
weakly, "but it happens that 
I'm tied up at camp." 

"Phooey!" interposed Slim. 
"Don't be a dope! You're not 
throwing away a talk with 
Betty's girl friend-and her 
mother— for a game of pokerl" 

WFALKING HOME with 
Linda, a half hour later. 
Bob felt dismayed by his di- 



lemma. The thought of being 
with her was exciting. Yet his 
heart sank when he realized. 
what he was letting himself in 
for. Linda and her mother 
would ask him all kinds of 
questions about Betty which 
he wouldn't be able to answer. 
He would be u nm as ked aa a 
humbug. 

"Oh, I forgot," said Linda, 
as they were entering her 
apartment. This is mother 's 
evening at the movies. What 
a pity!" 

Bob thanked his lucky atars: 
"Too bad," he murmured. 

"You sit here for a few min- 
utes, and I'll get dinner," said 
Linda cheerfully. "Of cource 
I'm not a first-rate cook, like 
Betty is-but I'll do my best." 

It was while they were eat- 
inq that Linda glanced at him 
with that wide-eyed, disarra- 
ing look. "I do hope Betty will 
be pleased with her perfume," 
she said. 

"I'm sure she will . . . It's 
cailed 'White Lie', isn't it? 
'White Lie'-" he lingered 
over the name for a moment. 
There was an awkward pause. 
Then, it clicked. He 1 d make a 
clean breast of the whole af- 
fair. He would tell Linda about 
his white lie. 

"Look here, Linda," he ex- 
claimed. "I've got to tell you 
the truth. I haven't got a girl. 
I've never had one. I just 
made Betty Bradford up— 
well, because it made things 
easier with the bdys in camp. 
The joke's on me, I guess." 

Linda's eyes were twin- 
kling. "I knew your Betty 
Bradford wasn't real, Bob." 

"You— you knew?" 

"Yes. as soon as you said 
that you sent her 'Ecstaay' 
last year. It's been on the mar- 
ket for only two montha." 

"But what about the real 
Betty Bradford? Were you 
going to give her my per- 
fume?" ask Bob, bewildered. 

"There is no Betty Brad- 
ford," Linda replied, blushing 
slightly. "But don't you think 
we owo her a vote of thanka 
just the same?" 

The End 
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